


 
 

 

 

There is no dichotomy between man and 

God's image. Whoever tortures a human 

being, whoever abuses a human being, 

whoever outrages a human being, abuses 

God's image. 

 

Saint Oscar Romero 
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TWO CHRISTMAS POEMS 

 

Housekeeper 

By Elizabeth Rooney 

 

This is my little town, 

My Bethlehem, 

And here, if anywhere, 

My Christ Child  

Will be born. 

 

I must begin 

To go about my day – 

Sweep out the inn, 

Get fresh hay for the manger 

And be sure  

To leave my heart ajar 

In case there may be travellers 

From afar. 

 

The Barranong Angel Case 

By Les Murray 

 

You see that bench in front of Meagher’s store?  

That’s where the angel landed. 

What? An angel? 

Yes. It was just near smoko time on a sale day.  

Town was quite full. He called us all together.  

And was he obeyed? 

Oh yes. He got a hearing. 

Made his announcement, blessed us and took off  

Again, straight up. 
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He had most glorious wings . . .  

What happened then? 

There were some tasks he’d set us 

Or rather that sort of followed from his message.  

And were they carried out?  

At first we meant to, 

But after a while, when there had been some talk  

Most came to think he’d been a bit, well, haughty,  

A bit overdone, with those flourishes of wings  

And that plummy accent. 

Lot of the women liked that. 

But the men who’d knelt, off their own bat, mind you,  

They were specially crook on him, as I remember. 

 

Did he come again? 

Oh yes. The message was important. 

The second time, he hired the church hall,  

Spoke most politely, called us all by name.  

Any result? 

Not much. At first we liked him. 

But, after all, he’d singled out the Catholics.  

It was their hall. And another thing resented  

By different ones, he hadn’t charged admission.  

We weren’t all paupers, and any man or angel  

With so little regard for local pride, or money,  

Ends up distrusted. 

 

Did he give up then? 

Oh no. The third time round 

He thought he had our measure. Came by car,  

Took a room at Morgan’s, didn't say a word  

About his message for the first two days 
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And after that, dropped hints. Quite clever ones.  

He made sure, too, that he spoke to all the Baptists.  

I’ll bet that worked. 

You reckon? Not that I saw. 

We didn’t like him pandering to our ways 

For a start. Some called it mockery, straight out.  

He was an angel, after all. And then 

There was the way he kept on coming back  

Hustling the people. 

And when all’s said and done 

He was a stranger. And he talked religion. 

 

Did he keep on trying? 

No. Gave us away. 

Would it have helped if he’d settled in the district?  

Don’t think so, mate. If you follow me, he was 

Too keen altogether. He’d have harped on that damn message  

All the time — or if he’d stopped, well then 

He’d have been despised because he’d given in, like.  

He’d just got off on the wrong foot from the start  

And you can’t fix that up. 

 

But what — Oh Hell! — what if he’d been, say, born here?  

Well, that sort of thing’s a bit above an angel, 

Or a bit below. And he’d grow up too well known.  

Who’d pay any heed to a neighbour’s boy, I ask you,  

Specially if he came out with messages? 

Besides, what he told us had to do with love  

And people here, 

They don’t think that’s quite — manly. 
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Les Murray is regarded by many as Australia's unofficial poet laureate. 
His style reflects a contempt of humbug and, according to Paul 
Richardson, Bishop of Wangarratta, Victoria Province, a 'readiness to 
challenge received wisdom and to explore religious themes without any 
anxiety'. This poem is his unconventional take on the Christmas message 
for an Australian audience.  

 

FROM THE COMMITTEE 

 

ACAT committee member Naomi Bowen attended the National Justice 
and Peace Conference 2021 in Swanwick during 23-25 July. She attended 
and reported on various workshops/sessions and presented a publicity 
stall promoting the work of ACAT-UK. 

 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 2021 

Held by Zoom and attended by 15 members, the meeting approved the 
minutes of the previous AGM and the Annual Report. The current 
committee was re-elected for 2021/22, and consists therefore of Derek 
Lewis (secretary), Maurice Dyson (treasurer), Naomi Bowen (minutes 
secretary), Audrey Wells (death penalty co-ordinator), Kevin Burr 
(National Justice and Peace representative) and Morris Johns.  We 
concluded with a most interesting presentation by ACAT member Steve 
Goddard on the Eternal Wall of Answered Prayer, on which more in our 
next newsletter.  

 

NEWS FROM ACROSS THE WORLD 

 

In October 2021 former political leader Aung San Suu Kyi appeared in 
court in Myanmar accused of corruption — including accepting bribes, 
renting government land at a discount and using charity funds to build a 
home. She is also charged with breaching the official secrets act and faces 
up to 15 years in prison if found guilty. The charges are believed to be 
politically motivated. The country has been shaken by food shortages, a 
currency crisis, public health failures and civil demonstrations violently 
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put down by the ruling military junta, which refused to accept the 
landslide electoral victory of Aung San Suu Kyi's National League for 
Democracy in 2020.  

Also in Myanmar, the military has continued to target Catholic and 
Baptist churches in Chin State, ransacking one building and destroying 
Bibles and damaging a generator in another. 

A bishops’ conference in Salvador has announced the beatification of 
four martyrs in January 2022. The martyrs are Jesuit priest Rutilo Grande 
and two lay people, Manuel Solórzano and Nelson Rutilo (murdered by 
death squads in 1977), and Italian Franciscan Fray Cosmo Spessotto (shot 
dead in 1980 while praying before Mass).  

In August 2021 in South Sudan two Catholic sisters, Mary Daniel Abut 
and Regina Roba, were murdered in an attack on a bus. Both were 
teachers and killed because of their religious affiliation, officially by 
'unknown gunmen' who are, however, believed to be known to the 
church authorities. Independent since 2011, the world’s youngest country 
is racked by political and ethnic infighting, falling oil output and a risk of 
famine. Civilians remain at risk of injury and death and summary 
executions and human rights abuses are widespread. 

Three archbishops in The Philippines highlighted the extra-judicial 
killing of drug addicts and political opponents against a background of 
assassinations, corruption and the pandemic. Since 2016 under President 
Duerte 166 environmental activists have been killed (September 2021).  
Elections are scheduled for 2022. 

Christian human rights campaigner Vitold Ashurak is believed to have 
died from beatings in prison in May 2021 while serving a five-year 
sentence in Belarus. He was convicted in a closed trial for taking part in 
protests and rosary prayers. An official investigation into his death has 
reportedly reached no conclusions and its publication has been 
postponed (September 2021). 

In Sri Lanka Bishop Joseph Vianney called for an investigation into the 
death of a 16-year old domestic worker who died of severe burns in July 
2021. She is reported to have been repeatedly sexually abused. The 
Bishop demanded an end to child labour and urged protection for 
domestic workers, especially on tea estates. 



8 
 

In one week in October more than 5,000 refugees were arrested in 
Libya and held in overcrowded detention centres in inhumane conditions 
in Tripoli. Some were subjected to severe physical and sexual violence 

and at least one person was shot 
dead and others injured. In one 
centre over 550 women — some 
pregnant — and children and 
new-born babies were crammed 
into cells, with 120 sharing a 
single toilet. There are also 
reports of no food, water, 
sleeping materials or medical 

help. Escapees were caught, beaten or wounded. Since 2017 Libyan 
coastguards, with EU and UK assistance, have intercepted and returned 
over 81,000 migrants and refugees trying to reach Europe. A United 
Nations report found that 'murder, enslavement, torture, imprisonment, 
rape, persecution and other inhumane acts committed against migrants 
[in Libya] form part of a systematic and widespread attack directed at this 
population, in furtherance of state policy'. [Picture: migrants rounded up 
and detained in Libya, www.aljazeera.com/] 

 

UPDATE ON APPEALS 

 

In response to a follow-up letter to the Foreign and Commonwealth 
Office regarding its response to an appeal sent by ACAT member Dr 
Gregory Page on behalf of the two abused Christian nurses, Mariam Lal 
and Navish Arooj (Newsletter September-November 2021), Dr Page 
received a more detailed reply from the Minister of State for South Asia 
and the Commonwealth, Lord Tariq Ali of Wimbledon. The letter focused 
on the need for the UK government to link its current aid to Pakistan with 
effective measures for supporting and promoting the heavily marginalised 
communities in the country. The minister stated that the reluctance of 
religious communities to declare their faith hinders efforts to target them 
and pointed to the Aawaz programme designed to collect data in order to 
facilitate interventions. He referred to various initiatives designed to 
identify and reach out to the most vulnerable sections of the population 
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and emphasised how the UK, in its dialogue with the Pakistani 
government, was lobbying for a truly independent commission on human 
rights and progress on enforcing job quotas for minorities.  

The website https://devtracker.fcdo.gov.uk/countries/PK provides 
more information on some 40 UK aid projects in Pakistan. The Aawaz 
Programme (2015-24) aims to promote 'government institutions that 
support increased voice, choice and control for marginalised groups, 
protect them from exploitation and prevent discrimination and 
intolerance at all levels. The programme has a focus on child labour, 
gender-based violence, child and forced marriages, and intolerance 
against minorities and other socially excluded groups'. Another project, 
the Rule of Law Pakistan Programme (2017-20), aimed to 'support 
Pakistan to improve citizens’ trust and public confidence in the rule of 
law, especially among the poorest and most vulnerable, including 
minorities, women and girls'. Other programmes cover the environment, 
financial inclusion, education and skills development. However, no  
information appears to be available as to evaluation of the programmes' 
effectiveness. 

 

 

ASIA BIBI: A BIOGRAPHY 

Asia Bibi has published a memoir in English, Free at Last: A Cup of 
Water, a Death Sentence, and an Inspiring Story of One Woman's 
Unwavering Faith (co-written with Anne-Isabelle Tollet and published by 
Broadstreet Publishing, USA 2020). Asia Bibi was sentenced to death for 
blasphemy in 2010 over a dispute with her Muslim neighbours about 
drinking water. She was formally acquitted in 2019 and found refuge in 
Canada later that year. An earlier autobiography, Blasphemy: A Memoir. 
Sentenced to Death over a Cup of Water appeared in 2013. This was also 
written by Tollet, who campaigned tirelessly for Asia's freedom. However, 
in an interview in 2020 Asia disowned the book, declaring that it 
misrepresented her and that it was not the blasphemy law that convicted 
her but people misusing it who wanted to kill her 'without reason'. 

 

  

https://devtracker.fcdo.gov.uk/countries/PK
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THE PERSECUTION OF RELIGIOUS WORLD-WIDE 

In the latest edition of its Global Guide, the charity Church in Chains 
lists 60 states in which Christians face persecution. Overall, persecution is 
getting worse, notably in China, where new laws tightening existing 
restrictions on religion are part of a wider policy of imposing tougher 
controls on the general population. India also has seen a huge increase in 
attacks with impunity on Christians by Hindus in rural areas.  

In the Sub-Saharan African countries of Cameroon, Rwanda and 
Uganda the majority Christian populations are coming under threat from 
escalating Muslim extremism. This is also true of Kenya and Tanzania. The 
guide distinguishes three categories of persecution: severe, significant 
and limited. Severe persecution includes imprisonment, torture, murder 
or violent mob attack and occurs in Iran, Pakistan, Libya, most Arab 
states and North Korea (among others). Persecution reaches significant 
levels in China, India, Algeria, Malaysia and Indonesia, for example, and 
involves arrest, attack or serious restrictions. Persecution is limited in 
Colombia, Turkey, Uganda, Tanzania, and also in the liberal Sultanate of 
Oman. Oman has a significant population of expatriate Christian migrant 
workers who live in compounds where Christian meetings are politically 
monitored; converts from Islam can lose their house and job and are 
pressured to return to Islam.  

Islam is the majority approved religion in the largely overlooked belt of 
Central Asia: the six former Soviet and now independent states of 
Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan and 
Uzbekistan. In these countries (Russian) Orthodox Churches serving 
mainly ethnic Russians do not engage in evangelisation and are tolerated. 
At the same time there are strict controls on all religions and of worship 
under autocratic regimes with links to the Soviet past and elections are 
widely believed to be rigged. In the largest state, Uzbekistan, the 
government appoints all Imams, controls the number and location of 
mosques, and has arrested thousands of Muslims under the pretence of 
cracking down on extremists. Non-orthodox churches face almost 
impossible conditions for registration and their members experience 
frequent police raids, fines, beatings and torture. While it is legal to 
possess a Bible, it can be read only at a designated religious venue. 
Church in Chains categorizes persecution here as severe. 
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Muslims themselves, of course, often face persecution. A contributor to 
the Arab news channel Aljazeera asks: 
'What is happening to Muslims around 
the globe? In China they are put into 
concentration camps, in Myanmar they 
are slaughtered en masse, in India they 
have been the targets of systematic 
pogroms, in Israel along with Christian 
Palestinians they are mowed down on a 

daily basis, in Europe and the United States they are subject to increasing 
demonisation and persecution'. Civil wars within the Arab world also have 
a strong domestic religious dimension costing thousands of lives. 
https://www.aljazeera.com/opinions/2018/12/22/muslim-cleansing-a-
global-pandemic 

The guide sees a hopeful sign in the Marrakesh Declaration of 2016 
(full title: Marrakesh Declaration on the Rights of Religious Minorities in 
Predominantly Muslim Majority Communities), when more than 300 
Sunni and Shia leaders from all over the world gathered in Marrakesh to 
formulate a Muslim call for the protection of religious minorities. 'Enough 
bloodshed', the Mauritanian sheikh and co-organiser of the meeting 
Abdallah bin Bayyah noted. 'There is a sickness right now in the world but 
we have treatments for it within Islam'. 'We have people being enslaved 
into sexual slavery', noted the American sheikh Hamza Yusuf, another of 
the meeting’s organizers. 'We have Christian churches that have been 
there since long before Islam was in these lands that are being destroyed. 
And we have Jews in Yemen, one of the oldest Jewish communities, now 
the very existence of which is threatened'. However, the Declaration does 
not address the crucial issue of forced conversions to Islam and it appears 
so far to have had little practical influence on the wider Muslim world.  

The guide notes how frequently economic and trading interests are 
paramount in international relations and override concerns over human 
rights abuses. Also the fear of offending certain religions or nations often 
outweighs the need for action. The full guide can be downloaded or 
requested in print from https://www.churchinchains.ie/church-in-chains-
global-guide/ 

https://www.aljazeera.com/opinions/2018/12/22/muslim-cleansing-a-global-pandemic
https://www.aljazeera.com/opinions/2018/12/22/muslim-cleansing-a-global-pandemic
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The number of Christians in Afghanistan is uncertain, although 
historically very low (perhaps up to 18,000 out of a population of 38 
million) since they have kept their faith secret in order to avoid flogging, 
amputation or execution. Christians also had to wear yellow armbands 
and identify their homes with yellow flags. Converts from Islam could be 
sectioned in a psychiatric hospital as leaving Islam was considered a sign 
of insanity.  After the Taliban's fall in 2001 the Christian community 
became bolder and perhaps larger, as some included their religious 
affiliation on their children's national identity cards. Following the 
Taliban's takeover in 2021, however, reports of Taliban fighters hunting, 
mistreating and even killing Christians re-emerged, despite reassurances 
from their leadership. Christians in neighbouring Pakistan are also 
increasingly terrified of extremists there, who have been emboldened by 
Taliban successes over the border.  
 

AMPUTATIONS IN IRAN 

 

According to the NGO Abdorrahman Boroumand Center, from 2000 to 
2020 the Iranian authorities amputated the fingers and/or toes of at least 
129 individuals. On average the authorities have performed such 
amputations on at least one person every two months. Flogging, blinding 
and amputations are official punishments in the Iranian penal code. To 
avoid international pressure Iran does not publish any official data on the 
amputations it carries out. Nevertheless many punishments are executed 
in public or in front of other prisoners. Victims, mainly from poor or 
vulnerable backgrounds, report being operated on with an electric 
guillotine and without anaesthesia. According to Iran Human Rights 
Monitor, eight prisoners were awaiting the amputation of their fingers as 
of January 2021. In 2017 Iran's General Prosecutor Mohammad Jafar 
Montazeri condemned the low amputation rates and criticized the 
country for having abandoned divine laws in order to please the United 
Nations. 
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The Islamic Penal Code specifies conditions for amputations (among 
other tortures) for theft of an object that has value in Islamic law (this 
excludes alcohol, for instance) and is stolen from a secret and secure 
place. For a first offence all four fingers on the right hand are severed 
from the root knuckle, leaving only the thumb and palm. For a second 
offence the left foot is removed. 'Waging war against God' (a vaguely 
interpreted offence that is widely used as a catch-all for 'crimes' against 
the state) may bring the amputation of the right hand or left foot. 

Under Islamic Sharia law hudud crimes (apostasy, revolt against the 
ruler, theft, highway robbery, adultery, slander, and drinking alcohol) 
carry penalties mandated by God. These include the amputation of hands 
and feet, flogging, and death. In practice the standard for applying hudud 
varies. Iran, however, has adopted a most extreme form. Safeguards 
which exist in Iranian law — such as requiring proof of guilt of a crime 
beyond doubt, two eyewitnesses or confessions that are not extracted 
through force —are ignored. 

Amputation is present in the penal code of some other countries, 
including Yemen, Saudi Arabia, Sudan, Brunei, Libya, Pakistan and 

Islamic regions of Nigeria. 
Its practice varies, 
however, and it was 
historically rare in Islamic 
states, more so since 
modernisation during the 
19th century. In present-
day Sudan, on the other 
hand, courts have 
generated thousands of 
disabled victims, leaving 

many unable to care for themselves or even to starve. Moderate scholars 
of Islamic law criticize the practice as it constitutes torture. Extremists, on 
the other hand, defend the punishment as either more humane than 
imprisonment or as 'preventive'.  
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References 

Lavinia Spiess, 'Iran’s use of punitive amputations and International 
Human Rights Law'. https://observatoryihr.org/blog/irans-use-of-
punitive-amputations-and-international-human-rights-law/, 16 February 
2021 

The picture shows a finger/toe guillotine in operation at Urumieh 
Prison and appeared in The Sun, 17 February 2021. 
https://www.thesun.co.uk/news/14078988/prisoner-in-iran-faces-
having-fingers-chopped-off/ 

 

FORCED CONVERSIONS IN PAKISTAN: APPG REPORT 

 

The All-Party Parliamentary Group (APPG) for the Pakistani Minorities 
is due to launch its report on abductions, forced conversions and forced 
marriages of young Christian and Hindu girls in Pakistan on 25 November. 
The report examines the effects of such crimes on the victims’ families as 
well as on the girls themselves, and makes recommendations to both the 
British and Pakistani governments for improving access to justice for all 
those affected. Hard copies of the report may be obtained from APPG and 
ACAT committee member Morris Johns at morrisjohns@yahoo.co.uk or 
tel. 01234 217364.  

The APPG has also raised 
concerns about the dis-
proportionate number of 
religious minorities held in 
custody and on death row 
under the blasphemy  law; 
attacks on their places of 
worship; discrimination  in 
employment and schools. 
A specific issue of concern 
is introduction of Nazra 

Quran (the ability to recite and memorise the Quran) as a compulsory 
subject in primary schools in Punjab, contradicting Article 22 of the 
national constitution, which guarantees the equality of educational 
treatment of religions in schools. [Picture: Wikipedia] 

https://observatoryihr.org/blog/irans-use-of-punitive-amputations-and-international-human-rights-law/
https://observatoryihr.org/blog/irans-use-of-punitive-amputations-and-international-human-rights-law/
https://www.thesun.co.uk/news/14078988/prisoner-in-iran-faces-having-fingers-chopped-off/
https://www.thesun.co.uk/news/14078988/prisoner-in-iran-faces-having-fingers-chopped-off/
file:///C:/Users/Derek/Downloads/morrisjohns@yahoo.co.uk
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APPEALS 

 

On 3 March 2021 journalist Min Nyo 
was arrested and severely beaten by 
police in Myanmar while he was 
covering a pro-democracy protest 
against the military coup in Pyay, Bago 
Region. On 12 May 2021 a military court 
in Pyay Prison found him guilty of 
attempting to 'hinder, disturb, damage 
the motivation, discipline, health and 
conduct' of soldiers and civil servants 
and 'cause their hatred, disobedience or 

disloyalty toward the military and the government' (Penal Code, Article 
505-a). He was sentenced to three years in prison and is currently 
detained at Pyay Prison, where he is at risk of being tortured. He is 
appealing against the verdict. [Picture: DVB, cpj.org]. 

On 8 May 2021 Khet Thi, a poet 
critical of the government, was taken 
from his home in Shwebo, Sagaing 
Region, by armed soldiers for 
questioning at an undisclosed location 
and was detained overnight. On 9 May 
the authorities asked his wife to meet 
her husband at the hospital in 
Monywa, Sagaing Region, where she 
found him dead, with apparent signs of 
torture on his body and some of his 

organs removed. [Picture: Irrawaddy News/Guardian] 

On 14 May 2021 another poet, Sein Win, a long-time supporter of the 
National League for Democracy (NLD), who had been active in charitable 
works in local communities, was attacked, set on fire and died the same 
day. Although his assailant has been identified as Aung Ko, he has not 
been arrested. 
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Background 

After the military coup of 1 February 2021 thousands of people 
gathered daily in Myanmar to peacefully protest and call for an end to 
military rule. The protests, which continued into late summer, were met 
with a violent crackdown which has resulted in the death of more than 
800 civilians and the detention of more than 5,000 people. Many 
detainees, especially human rights activists and journalists, were 
subjected to torture, ill-treatment, and/or enforced disappearance.  

 

Please send a message to:  
 

Dr Chit Win 
Chargé d’Affaires a.i. and Minister-Counsellor 
Embassy of the Republic of the Union of Myanmar 
19A Charles Street W1J 5DX 
Tel: (Ambassador’s Office) 020 7148 0749 
Email: Mingalarpar@londonmyanmarembassy.com 
Website (with contact form): www.londonmyanmarembassy.com 
Salutation: Dear Dr Chit Win 
 
H.E. Mr Myint Thu 
Permanent Representative to the United Nations 
Avenue Blanc 47 
1202 Geneva 
Switzerland 
Email: mission@myanmargeneva.org 
Salutation: Your Excellency 
 
Senior General Min Aung Hlaing 
Commander-in-Chief of the Defence Services 
Twitter: @CINCDS 
Salutation: Dear Commander in Chief 
  

mailto:Mingalarpar@londonmyanmarembassy.com
file:///C:/Users/Naomi/AppData/Local/Temp/www.londonmyanmarembassy.com
mailto:mission@myanmargeneva.org
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Suggested message: 
 
Salutation 

I hope you and your family and all your staff are keeping well during 
this pandemic. 

I am writing to you as I am deeply concerned at the death of the poets 
Khet Thi and Sein Win in Sagaing Region and the torture and 
imprisonment of the journalist Min Nyo in Bago Region. 

Could I please ask you to initiate a full impartial and independent 
inquiry into the two deaths and bring anyone found responsible to 
justice? 

Can I also ask you to guarantee the physical and mental safety of the 
journalist, Min Nyo and to immediately and unconditionally release him?  

Please also allow Min Nyo and all journalists and Human Rights 
Defenders to carry out their legitimate activities without hindrance or 
fear of violence. 

Yours respectfully 
 
If you wish, please also send an additional message to one or more of 
the international and regional bodies listed below [for reasons of space, 
not all postal addresses are given]:  
 
Mr Josep Borrell 
EU High Representative for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy 
European Commission 
Rue de la Loi / Wetstraat 200 
1049 Brussels 
Belgium 
Email: cab-borrell-fontelles-contact@ec.europa.eu 
Twitter: @JosepBorrell 
Salutation: Dear Mr Borell 
 
Mr António Guterres, Secretary-General of the United Nations 
Twitter: @antonioguterres  
 
 

file:///C:/Users/Naomi/AppData/Local/Temp/cab-borrell-fontelles-contact@ec.europa.eu
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Ms Michelle Bachelet 
United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights 
Email: civilsociety@ohchr.org 
Twitter: @mbachelet 
Salutation: Dear Ms Bachelet 
 
Ms Christine Schraner Burgener 
United Nations Special Envoy of the Secretary-General for Myanmar 
Twitter: @SchranerBurgen1 
Salutation: Dear Ms Schraner Burgener 
 
Mr Lim Jock Hoi 
Secretary-General of the Association of South East Asian Nations 
Email: public@asean.org  
Twitter: @ASEAN 
Salutation: Dear Mr Lim Jock Hoi 
 
Suggested (slightly modified) additional message to the above: 

 

Salutation 
I hope you and your family and all your staff are keeping well during 

this pandemic. 

I am writing to you as I am deeply concerned at the death of the poets 
Khet Thi and Sein Win in Sagaing Region and the imprisonment and 
torture of the journalist Min Nyo in Bago Region in Myanmar. 

Could your organisation please publicly raise the deaths of these two 
men, and the detention and mistreatment of Min Nyo, with the 
authorities in Myanmar, and call for an independent inquiry into their 
cases? 

I would urge your organisation also to apply all possible means to 
persuade the authorities to halt the violent crackdown on the peaceful 
protesters and to allow all journalists and Human Rights Defenders to 
continue their legitimate activities free of any fear of harassment. 

Yours respectfully 

 

 

file:///C:/Users/Naomi/AppData/Local/Temp/civilsociety@ohchr.org
file:///C:/Users/Naomi/AppData/Local/Temp/public@asean.org
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In August 2021 two human rights lawyers in Turkey were assaulted by 
officials. Harika Günay Karataş was aggressively verbally attacked by an 
official claiming to be the commander when she visited Yüksekova District 
Gendarmerie in Hakkari to help one of her clients make a statement. 
When Tevfik Gündüz, who was  visiting a separate client, heard the 
disturbance and tried to enter the room where she was being verbally 
assaulted, he was physically assaulted. The two lawyers were then further 
verbally and physically assaulted by the alleged commander and soldiers 
as they left the building.  

 

 
 

On 23 August 2021 Harika Günay Karataş and Tevfik Gündüz [pictured 
above] filed a criminal complaint with the Yüksekova Chief Public 
Prosecutor’s Office about these assaults. An investigation has been 
launched.  

 
Please send a message to: 
 
Mr Recep Tayyip Erdoğan 
President of the Republic of Turkey 
Email: contact@tccb.gov.tr 
Salutation: Dear Mr President 
 
Mr Abdülhamit Gül 
Minister of Justice 
06659 Kizilay 
Ankara 

file:///C:/Users/Naomi/AppData/Local/Temp/contact@tccb.gov.tr
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Turkey  
Fax: +90 (0312) 419 33 70 
Email: info@adalet.gov.tr. 
Salutation: Dear Minister 
 
Mr Süleyman Soylu 
Minister of the Interior 
T.C. İçişleri Bakanlığı 
Bakanlıklar 
Ankara 
Turkey 
Tel: +90 (0312) 422 40 00 
Email: diab@icisleri.gov.tr / sti@icisleri.gov.tr 
Salutation: Dear Minister 
 
H.E. Mehmet Kemal Bozay  
Diplomatic Mission of Turkey to the European Union 
Avenue des Arts 36-38 
B-1040 Brussels  
Belgium 
Email: info@turkdeleg.org / tr-delegation.eu@mfa.gov.tr 
Salutation: Your Excellency 
 
H.E. Mr Sadık Arslan 
Permanent Mission of Turkey to the United Nations 
Chemin du Petit-Saconnex 28B 
1211 Geneva 19 
Switzerland 
or 
P.O. Box 261 
1211 Geneva 19 
Tel: +41 22 918 50 80 
Fax: +41 22 734 08 59 
Email: turkey.unog@mfa.gov.tr 
Salutation: Your Excellency 
  

file:///C:/Users/Naomi/AppData/Local/Temp/info@adalet.gov.tr
mailto:diab@icisleri.gov.tr
mailto:sti@icisleri.gov.tr
mailto:info@turkdeleg.org
file:///C:/Users/Naomi/AppData/Local/Temp/tr-delegation.eu@mfa.gov.tr
file:///C:/Users/Naomi/AppData/Local/Temp/turkey.unog@mfa.gov.tr
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H.E. Ümit Yalçın 
Embassy of the Republic of Turkey  
43 Belgrave Square  
London SW1X 8PA  
Tel: 020 7393 0202  
Fax: 020 7393 0066  
Email: embassy.london@mfa.gov.tr 
Salutation: Your Excellency 
 
Suggested message: 

Salutation 
I hope you, your family and all your staff are keeping well during this 

pandemic. 

I am writing to you as I am deeply concerned that two Human Rights 
lawyers, Harika Günay Karataş and Tevfik Gündüz, were assaulted on 
August 20th 2021 at Yüksekova District Gendarmerie in Hakkari whilst 
pursuing their legitimate legal duties. 

Please institute a thorough, impartial and transparent investigation into 
these assaults and bring anyone responsible to justice. 

Please guarantee that not only these two lawyers but all Human Rights 
Defenders in Turkey be allowed to carry out their legitimate activities in 
Turkey without fear of any harassment. 

Yours respectfully 

 

Abdullah al Howaiti, now aged 19, was detained in a secret location in 
Saudi Arabia for several 
months and tortured into 
‘confessing’ when he was only 
14 years old to being part of a 
robbery gang that killed a 
policeman while raiding a 
jewellery store. He was 
sentenced to death despite 
evidence based on several 
alibis that he was elsewhere at 

file:///C:/Users/Naomi/AppData/Local/Temp/embassy.london@mfa.gov.tr
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the time of the killing. The sentence has been upheld in the face of 
promises in 2020 by the Saudi authorities to end capital punishment for 
minors. He alleges that his interrogators made him stand for hours at a 
time, beat him and slapped him on the face, flogged him with an electric 
cable on the soles of his feet and various parts of his body until he lost 
consciousness. One interrogator also threatened to pull out his nails, 
suspend him from one hand, and torture him in ways he 'could not begin 
to imagine', telling the boy to promise he would not tell anyone else 
about his ill-treatment. Five other defendants were also tortured into 
confessing and received 15 years in prison and 1000 lashes each for 
allegedly aiding and abetting the crime.  

 

Please send a message to: 

HRH Prince Khalid bin Bandar bin Sultan Al Saud 
Royal Embassy of Saudi Arabia 
30 Charles Street, Mayfair W1J 5DZ 
Tel: 020 7917 3000 
Fax: 020 7917 3113  
Email: ukemb@mofa.gov.sa 
Salutation: Your Royal Highness 
 
H.E. Mr Abdulaziz M.O. Alwasil 
Permanent Mission of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia to the United Nations 
Route de Lausanne 263 
1292 Chambésy 
Tel: +41 22 770 07 00 
Fax: +41 22 758 00 00 
Email: saudiamission@bluewin.ch 
Salutation: Your Excellency 
 
Suggested message: 

Salutation 
I am writing on behalf of Abdullah al Howaiti, now aged 19, who was 

detained in a secret location in Saudi Arabia for several months,  and 
tortured into ‘confessing’ when he was only 14 years old to being part of 

file:///C:/Users/Naomi/AppData/Local/Temp/ukemb@mofa.gov.sa
file:///C:/Users/Naomi/AppData/Local/Temp/saudiamission@bluewin.ch
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a robbery gang that killed a policeman while raiding a jewellery store. He 
was sentenced to death despite evidence based on several alibis that he 
was elsewhere at the time of the killing. The sentence has been upheld in 
the face of promises in 2020 by the Saudi authorities to end capital 
punishment for minors.  

I would ask you in the interests of humanity and the wider image of the 
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia in the world to urge the authorities to release 
this young man since the only evidence of his guilt appears to be based 
entirely on a forced confession. Other defendants in his case also allege 
torture and ill-treatment. I would urge you at the very least to ensure that 
his death sentence is commuted. 

If you can provide me with an update on his condition and situation, I 
would be most grateful. 

Yours respectfully  

 

 

Mr Chang Weiping, a human rights lawyer, was arrested on 22 October 
2020 at his home in Fengxiang County, China, six days after publishing a 

video clip of the physical and 
psychological torture he had suffered 
while in detention in January 2020 
under RSDL (a euphemism for solitary 
confinement and torture in a secret 
location — see ACAT Newsletter June-
August 2021, p. 33). The torture 
included being tied to a 'tiger chair' 
(pictured) for six days, deprived of 
sleep, denied food and allowed to 
shower only five times during the six-

month period. After a further spell in RSDL following his re-arrest in 
October, he was charged in April 2021 with revealing 'state secrets' and 
'subversion of state power', which carries a penalty of life imprisonment. 
Not until 14 September 2021 was he allowed to meet his lawyer for the 
first time. At the time of writing Chang Weiping remained detained at the 
Feng County Detention Centre, at high risk of renewed acts of torture.  
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Chang Weiping is a human rights lawyer based in Baoji city in the 
northwestern province of 
Shaanxi. He is known for 
defending people facing 
discrimination because of their 
health status, sex, gender 
identity and sexual orientation. 
He has provided pro bono legal 
counsel to vulnerable groups, 
including victims of defective 
vaccines, women, LGBT 
persons, and persons living 
with HIV/AIDS and hepatitis B 
who face discrimination in the 

workplace. In late 2018 authorities suspended his practice. He was unable 
to obtain employment at other law firms and in January 2020 his licence 
was formally suspended. 

 
Please send a message to: 
 
Mr Li Keqiang 
Prime Minister of the People’s Republic of China 
Email: premier@mail.gov.cn 
Salutation: Dear Prime Minister 
 
Mr Guo Shengkun 
Minister of Public Security of the People’s Republic of China 
Email: gabzfwz@mps.gov.cn 
Salutation: Dear Minister 
 
H.E. Mr Zhaoxu Ma 
Ambassador 
Permanent Mission of the People’s Republic of China to the U.N. 
11, Chemin de Surville 
1213 Petit-Lancy 
Geneva 
Switzerland 

file:///C:/Users/Naomi/AppData/Local/Temp/premier@mail.gov.cn
file:///C:/Users/Naomi/AppData/Local/Temp/gabzfwz@mps.gov.cn
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Email: chinamission_gva@mfa.gov.cn 
Salutation: Your Excellency / Dear Ambassador 
 
H.E. Zheng Zeguang 
Embassy of the People's Republic of China 
49-51 Portland Place 
London W1B 1JL  
Tel: 020 7299 4049, 0797 0292561 (24 hours) 
Fax: 020 7636 2981/7636 5578 
Email:  political_uk@mfa.gov.cn 
Salutation: Your Excellency / Dear Ambassador 
 

Suggested message: 

Salutation 

I am writing to you on behalf of Mr Chang Weiping, a lawyer 
specialising in the defence of human rights based in Baoji city in Shaanxi 
Province, who was arrested, detained and tortured in January 2020 and 
to our knowledge remains in detention in Feng County Detention Centre. 

I would therefore ask you to urge the authorities to immediately and 
unconditionally release Chang Weiping as his detention is arbitrary and 
seems to be punishing him for his human rights activities. 

I would also ask you to ensure that Chang Weiping has access to  
members of his family and a lawyer of his choosing.  

I would also be grateful if you could help to ensure that his physical 
integrity and psychological well-being is respected.   

Yours respectfully   

  

mailto:chinamission_gva@mfa.gov.cn
file:///C:/Users/Naomi/AppData/Local/Temp/political_uk@mfa.gov.cn
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CHRISTMAS GREETINGS CAMPAIGN 

For this campaign we suggest that you write a simple card or greeting 
to the individual saying, for instance, that you are thinking of him/her 
and/or perhaps urging them not to lose hope (or words to that effect). A 
picture postcard is always welcome and cheapest to send. You can 
include your name and address if you wish but do not mention ACAT or 
include a religious greeting or motif (even a Christmas tree!) if so advised, 
since communication from a foreign organisation can endanger the 
prisoner. Several individuals featured in previous campaigns have been 
released. Sadly others are still in prison and it is important not to forget 
them. Changes in their circumstances are described, where known. As 
usual we include a couple of human rights groups. For individual prisoners 
or their families it is heartening to receive fairly regular cards of 
encouragement. Do not feel obliged to respond to every appeal case or to 
write to every address given for a case (we present several in some 
cases). Postage overseas is expensive: a letter or card (e.g. postcard) 
weighing up to and including 20g currently costs £1.70 to Europe and the 
rest of the world. 

https://www.royalmail.com/sites/royalmail.com/files/2021-03/royal-
mail-our-prices-april-2021.pdf 

 

GROUPS 

René Cassin works to protect and promote the rights of vulnerable 
individuals and communities, particularly on issues that resonate with the 
Jewish experience. Her registered charity is currently working on mass 

detention, forced labour, forced 
sterilisation, destruction of 
religious sites, and near-total 
digital surveillance in China. 
Other areas include women's 

rights, slavery and trafficking 
and tackling hate crime. The 
charity is also campaigning for 

an end to the indefinite detention of asylum-seekers. 

 

https://www.royalmail.com/sites/royalmail.com/files/2021-03/royal-mail-our-prices-april-2021.pdf
https://www.royalmail.com/sites/royalmail.com/files/2021-03/royal-mail-our-prices-april-2021.pdf


27 
 

Please send a greeting to: 

René Cassin 
853 Finchley Road 
London NW11 8LX 
 

CARITAS BAKHITA HOUSE in 
Westminster, London, is a centre for 
the emergency placement of women 
escaping from trafficking and its 
physical and emotional abuses. It 
assists the most vulnerable and 
traumatised individuals, both from 
the London area and elsewhere in the 
UK, by providing accommodation, 
medical help, legal/financial 

assistance and mentoring. The house is owned by the (RC) Diocese of 
Westminster and managed by Caritas Westminster. Its partners include 
the Metropolitan Police Anti-Trafficking Unit, local parishes, and the 
Adoratrices Sisters, whose work includes liberating women affected by 
prostitution and trafficking. Since opening in 2015 the house has 
welcomed 123 guests (ranging from 15-70 years in age) and 11 babies, 
hailing from 39 different countries, all of whom are provided with the 
support necessary to build a new future. In the words of one guest: 

 

‘I worked continuously, seeing many clients a night, until one night both 
my body and my mind felt completely broken. A police officer stopped 
and spoke to me; it was the first kindness I had been shown in a long 
time. Within an hour of being taken off the streets, the police took me 
to Bakhita House and I entered a different world. For the first time in 
ten years, I slept all night undisturbed. For the first time, I felt safe.’ 

 

The house is named after Josephine Bakhita (1869-1947) who was born in 
Sudan, kidnapped by Arab slave traders at the age of seven and 
repeatedly bought and sold. She was so traumatised by her captors' 
brutality that she could not remember her own name and was mockingly 
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dubbed 'Bakhita' — the fortunate one. With 144 permanent scars on her 
body by the age of 13, her final owner brought her to Italy, where she 
was cared for by nuns and released from slavery. Baptised in 1890 and 
taking the name Josephine, she became a Canossian Sister and was the 
first Sudanese national to be canonised as a saint. [Picture: St Josephine 
Bakhita, imagined at Bakhita House, by Mabel Symons] 

 

Please send a message or greetings card expressing support to: 

Ms Finola Ryan 
Caritas Development Team 
Vaughan House 
46 Francis Street 
London SW1P 1QN 
Email: growinginfaith@rcdow.org.uk 
Tel: 020 7798 9099 
 

INDIVIDUALS 

Yousef Nadarkhani (pictured) and three of his church members, Saheb 
(Zaman) Fadaee, Mohammad 
Ali (Yasser) Mosayebzadeh 
and Mohammad Reza Omidi, 
were sentenced in 2018 to 
ten-year prison sentences on 
charges of “acting against 
national security” and also of 
“promoting Zionist 
Christianity.” The men, who 
were first featured in our 
Easter greetings campaign in 

2019, are all members of the Church of Iran. Omidi was released into two 
years internal exile in August 2020. Yasser's sentence was reduced to 
three years in January 2021 and he was released from prison in February 
2021 on condition of having no interaction with other Christians or 
engaging in Christian activities.  
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A Christian since the age of 19, Yousef had already spent nearly three 
years in prison after being sentenced to death for apostasy in 2010, but 
was acquitted in September 2012. A second arrest followed in 2016 and 
he was sentenced in 2017/18. Yousef is known to have been beaten in 
detention. In June 2020 his sentence was reduced to six years. His wife is 
also a convert and the couple have been fighting for over ten years for 
their two boys to be recognized as Christians. For the past several years 
the boys have been denied certificates showing they completed their 
studies because they refused to take Islamic classes. [Picture: Wikipedia] 

 

After Muslims Christians are the second largest religious denomination in 
Iran, although they probably represent around one percent of the 
population. Although Armenian and Assyrian Christians are recognised 
and protected by the state, they are treated as second-class citizens and 
are not permitted to discuss the figure of Jesus with other people or to 
speak in Persian during their church services. On the other hand members 
of illegal Protestant 'house churches' — groups of up to around 12 
members each — such as the Church of Iran pay a heavy price if 
discovered and are often accused of collusion with and accepting support 
from enemy countries, especially Israel and the West. Converts are 
particularly targeted. Nevertheless house churches are reported to exist 
all over Iran, especially in the cities, and are claimed by evangelical groups 
to be growing. 

 

In February 2019 nine more members of the Church of Iran were also 
arrested in Rasht. Helping to lead the church in Pastor Nadarkhani’s 
absence, they were all given five-year prison sentences. Neither they nor 
their lawyers were allowed to attend an appeal hearing in February 2020. 
Their names are:  

 

Babk Hosseinzadeh,  

Mehdi Khatibi, 

Kamal Naamanian,   

Mohammed Vafadar,   
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Behnam Akhlaghi,   

Khalil Dehkanpour,   

Hossein (Elisha) Kadivar,   

Shahrooz Eslamdous, 

Abdolreza (Matthias) Haghnejad.  

 

Abdolreza (Matthias) Haghnejad has reportedly been moved to a prison 
in Bandar Anzali, for which no address is currently available. The others 
are in Evin Prison, Tehran. 

You may wish to send a non-religious card/greeting to one or more of 

the above prisoners, giving them encouragement and reminding them 

that they are not forgotten. Do not mention ACAT. 

Prisoner's name 
Evin Prison 
Saadat Abad 
Tehran 
Islamic Republic of Iran 
 
 

 
 
Left to right: Babk Hosseinzadeh, Kamal Naamanian, Shahrooz Eslamdous  
[Pictures: https://articleeighteen.com,  https://prisonersoffaith.vom.org] 
 

 

https://prisonersoffaith.vom.org/
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In November 2019 Hadi 
Rostami, a Kurdish Iranian, was 
sentenced to having four of his 
fingers amputated following a 
grossly unfair trial in which 
confessions obtained under 
torture were used to convict 
him of robbery. In late 2020 he 
was further sentenced to 60 
lashes and eight months 
imprisonment for 'disrupting 

prison order', a sentence which was carried out on 14 February 2021 
while he was suffering from physical injuries to his digestive system 
caused by trying twice to commit suicide after swallowing broken glass. 
At the time of writing the amputation sentence had not been carried out. 
By drawing media attention to Iran's policy of amputation Hadi appears 
to have irritated the authorities, who have threatened to perform the 
amputations immediately. On 8 December 2020 Hadi wrote to Ali Akbar 
Garousi, Chief Justice of West Azerbaijan province, saying he had been 
tortured during his detention by intelligence agents and that he and his 
two co-defendants had been unjustly sentenced based on their 
confessions under torture. He demanded re-examination of the case and 
revocation of the amputation order. He has also been beaten and denied 
proper medical treatment and mental health care. The Iranian Penal Code 
incorporates amputation as a punishment for a certain type of theft 
(sariqa). See our main article above for background. 

Hadi Rostami was internally exiled to Tabriz Prison from Urumieh (aka 
Orumiyeh or Urmia) Central Prison in West Azerbaijan Province on 19 
December 2020, without prior notice. However, Tabriz prison officials 
refused to accept him and he was returned to Urumieh after one day, 
where he was flogged around 13/14 February 2021. On 18 February he 
was transferred to Bukan Prison, where conditions are reportedly bad 
(according to the Iran Prison Atlas) and where he is still believed to be. 
There is no publicly available address for Bukan Prison but the following is 
the closest we can provide: 
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Bukan Prison 
West Azerbaijan Province 
Islamic Republic of Iran 
 

Apart from Hadi Rostami there are reportedly five other prisoners 
convicted of theft following confessions extracted through torture and 
sentenced to the 'amputation of four fingers of a hand'. They are: 

 

37-year-old Mehdi Sharafian,  
42-year-old Mehdi Shahivand,  
35-year-old Shahab Teymouri,  
39-year-old Mehrdad Teymouri,  
and 40-year-old Kasra Karami.  
 
Please send a non-religious greeting (do not mention ACAT) to one or 
more of them at: 
Urumieh Central Prison 
West Azerbaijan Province 
Islamic Republic of Iran 
 

 
 

Freelance journalist Zhang Zhan, a well-known activist for human rights in 
China, was detained in May 2020 as a 
reprisal for her coverage of the 
Covid-19 pandemic from February 
2020. She reported on the detention 
of other independent journalists in 
Wuhan and the harassment of 
families of victims seeking 
accountability. Her licence to practise 
as a lawyer has been revoked. During 
July and August 2021 she was 
hospitalised due to her deteriorating 
health as a result of an ongoing 
hunger strike begun in June 2020. 
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Tied to a bed and force-fed, Zhang Zhan is in extremely poor health, 
suffering weight loss, severe malnutrition, a gastric ulcer, and swollen legs 
and feet. She was later transferred back to the Shanghai Women’s Prison, 
where she is currently believed to be held.  

Zhang Zhan’s family have no direct physical contact with her, although 
they have twice communicated by phone. After seven months of pre-trial 
detention, on 28 December 2020, the Shanghai Pudong People’s Court 
found Zhang Zhan guilty of 'picking quarrels and provoking trouble' 
(Article 293 of China’s Criminal Law) and sentenced her to four years in 
prison. The court rejected an application filed by her lawyers for bail, and 
refused to allow live-streaming of the trial or a time extension for the 
proceedings. It also rejected requests for defence witnesses to appear in 
order to present exculpatory evidence. Zhang Zhan attended her trial in a 
wheelchair and was force-fed via a nasal tube during her detention. 
[Picture: South China Morning Post/YouTube] 

 

Please send a non-religious greeting (do not mention ACAT) to: 

Ms Zhang Zhan 
Songjiang Women's Prison 
No.1601, Zhang Jing Road 
Sijing Town 
Songjiang District 
Shanghai, China 
 

If you wish also to appeal to the authorities on her behalf , please write 

to the following (do not mention ACAT): 

Xi Jinping 
President of the People's Republic of China 
Zhongnanhai 
Xichangan’jie 
Xichengqu, Beijing Shi 100017 
People's Republic of China 
Salutation: Dear President 
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Mr Li Keqiang 
Prime Minister of the People’s Republic of China 
Email: premier@mail.gov.cn 
Salutation: Dear Prime Minister 
 
Mr Guo Shengkun 
Minister of Public Security of the People’s Republic of China 
Email: gabzfwz@mps.gov.cn 
Salutation: Dear Prime Minister 
 
H.E. Mr Zhaoxu Ma H.E. Mr Zhaoxu Ma 
Ambassador 
Permanent Mission of the People’s Republic of China to the United 
Nations 
11 Chemin de Surville 
1213 Petit-Lancy 
Geneva 
Switzerland 

Email：chinamission_gva@mfa.gov.cn / 
chinamissionspeaker@gmail.com 

Twitter：https://twitter.com/Amb_ChenXu /  
https://twitter.com/Amb_LiSong 
https://twitter.com/ChinaMissionGva 
Salutation: Your Excellency / Dear Ambassador 
 
H.E. Zheng Zeguang 
Embassy of the People's Republic of China 
49-51 Portland Place 
London W1B 1JL  
Tel: 020 7299 4049, 0797 0292561 (24 hours) 
Fax: 020 7636 2981/7636 5578 
Email: political_uk@mfa.gov.cn 
Salutation: Your Excellency / Dear Ambassador 
  

file:///C:/Users/Naomi/AppData/Local/Temp/premier@mail.gov.cn
file:///C:/Users/Naomi/AppData/Local/Temp/gabzfwz@mps.gov.cn
file:///C:/Users/Naomi/AppData/Local/Temp/chinamission_gva@mfa.gov.cn
file:///C:/Users/Naomi/AppData/Local/Temp/chinamissionspeaker@gmail.com
https://twitter.com/Amb_ChenXu
https://twitter.com/Amb_LiSong
https://twitter.com/ChinaMissionGva
file:///C:/Users/Naomi/AppData/Local/Temp/political_uk@mfa.gov.cn
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Suggested message:  

Salutation 

I write on behalf of Ms Zhang Zhan, a journalist and former lawyer, who 
has been detained and convicted for reporting on the Covid 19 crisis as it 
broke out in Wuhan in February 2020. In December 2020 the Shanghai 
Pudong People’s Court found her guilty of 'picking quarrels and provoking 
trouble' (Article 293 of China’s Criminal Law) and sentenced her to four 
years in prison. At her trial the court refused her bail and also refused to 
hear defence witnesses with exculpatory evidence.  

Ms Zhang Zhan is now in very poor health following a hunger strike. I 
would urge you to take steps to ensure her physical integrity and 
psychological health and to enable access to her family members and to a 
lawyer of her own or her family’s choosing. Since she has committed no 
recognisable criminal offence (or any that would be recognised in 
international law), I would also urge the Chinese judiciary to repeal the 
guilty verdict and release Zhang Zhan immediately and unconditionally: 
her current detention is arbitrary since its only aim seems to be to punish 
her for her legitimate human rights activities. 

Yours respectfully  

 

 

 

In 2017 sisters Ju Dianghong (pictured) and Liang Qin were sentenced 
to jail terms of 13 and 10 
years respectively for 
their Christian activities. 
Christians in China’s 
southern Yunnan 
province face long prison 
sentences as Chinese 
authorities try to 
eradicate their religion 
under the guise of 
cracking down on 'evil 

cults'. In 2016 Yunnan officials formed an investigative team dedicated to 



36 
 

wiping out the Three Grades of Servants religious sect, which China 
regards as a dangerous cult, and launched systematic attacks against 
them. The authorities conducted mass arrests of more than 200 
Christians across the province. In 2018 around 40 were still in custody, 
facing long sentences. Their lawyers are under official review just for 
defending them. Ignoring their denials that they ever belonged to the 
cult, Chinese officials sentenced six of these imprisoned Christians — Ju 
Dianghong, 46, Liang Qin, 30, Zhang Hongyan, 34, Zi Huimei, 30, Yang 
Shunxiang, 29, and Zhang Shaocai, 42 — to between four and 13 years in 
prison. Ju Dianghong and Liang Qin claimed they were never involved 
with the sect and had never heard of it, but were accused of leading and 
recruiting members, doing missionary work and spreading news of the 
apocalypse on behalf of the cult. In its verdict the court stated that 
Christianity could fall under the definition of an 'evil cult', supported by 
the possession of Christian books such as 'Pilgrim’s Progress' and 'Streams 
in the Desert'. In fact the cult is deemed dangerous by mainstream 
Christians and probably died out after a crackdown in 2005-6, but it is 
used by the authorities as a catch-all to persecute other Christians. 
Christians face many perils in prison. The Chinese government infamously 
persecutes those it deems “enemies of the state,” many of whom are 
Christians. Christian prisoners often suffer torture, beatings, and even 
death at the hands of prison officials. Others leave their cells in extremely 
poor physical and mental health from subjection to inhumane practices 
and medical neglect. The location of their prisons — in remote areas over 
1,000 miles from homes and families —is rarely disclosed and requires 
exhaustive research by Christian charities to uncover. This is also true of 
Ju Dianghong and Liang Qin. [Picture: ChinaAid] 

 

Please send a non-religious card/greeting to the women at the following 

address, reminding them that they are not forgotten. Do not mention 

ACAT. 

Liang Qin 
No. 1 Prison for Women of Yunnan Province, 
Kunyang Town, Jinning District, 
Kunming City, Yunnan Province, 
China 650600 
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Ju Dianghong 
No. 1 Prison for Women of Yunnan Province, 
Kunyang Town, Jinning District, 
Kunming City, Yunnan Province, 
China 650600 
 

 

 

Ashfaq Masih (34) has been in 
prison in Pakistan since 2017, when 
he was accused of blasphemy. He is 
still awaiting trial as his court 
hearings have been cancelled 
repeatedly because the judge or 
witnesses failed to appear. A 
bicycle mechanic from the Christian 
Mariam Colony in Lahore, Ashfaq 
Masih was accused of blasphemy 
after he was involved in a dispute 
with a Muslim customer over 
payment for repairing a bicycle. It is 

not unusual in Pakistan for Christians to be targeted in this way over 
minor business disputes that escalate into religious disputes. The 
customer claimed to be a poor sadhu (holy man) demanding a rebate on 
the cost of the bicycle repair. A crowd gathered and Ashfaq was accused 
of blasphemy for reportedly insulting the Prophet Muhammad by telling 
the bicycle owner that Christians believe Jesus was the final prophet. 
Police were called and arrested Ashfaq, who is imprisoned in the District 
Jail (aka Camp Jail), Lahore. Ashfaq’s family is very poor but his older 
brother is hoping to start a small business. 
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Please send a non-religious greeting (do not mention ACAT) to: 
 
Ashfaq Masih 
District Jail Lahore 
Ferozepur Road 
Shadman 1 Shadman 
Lahore 
Punjab 54000 
Pakistan 
 

 
 

Salamat Mansha Masih and his friend Haroon Ayub Masih (both aged 
26) were accused of blasphemy after a group of Muslims heard them 

reading the Bible in Lahore’s Model Town Park on 
13 February 2021. Haroon fled the park but 
Salamat was arrested and spent over two months 
in detention before being presented before a judge 
on 16 April (24 hours is the required period). 
According to  his lawyer, during this period he was 
kept in at least three different police stations and 
illegal torture cells. Police threatened to kill him, 
and his family were not allowed to see him before 
he appeared in court. The family were not allowed 
to talk to him until a week later. 

The police investigators reportedly forced him to 
admit to blasphemy and tortured him into naming other members of his 
Bible study circle. Police registered a case for derogatory remarks against 
the Prophet Muhammad (Section 295-C of the Pakistan Penal Code, 
punishable by death); defiling the Quran (Section 295-B, punishable by 
life imprisonment and a fine); and deliberate and malicious acts intended 
to outrage religious feelings (Section 295-A, punishable by up to ten years 
in prison and a fine). [Picture: Daily Morning Star: Salamat Mansha Masih 
(centre), with mother (left) and lawyer (right) arriving at Lahore Prison on 
23 April 2021] 

 

https://www.churchinchains.ie/news-by-country/south-asia/pakistan/pakistan-two-christians-charged-with-blasphemy/
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Please send a non-religious greeting (do not mention ACAT) to: 
 
Salamat Mansha Masih  
District Jail Lahore 
Ferozepur Road 
Shadman 1 Shadman 
Lahore 
Punjab 54000 
Pakistan 
 

 
 

On 3 March 2021 journalist Min Nyo 
was arrested and severely beaten by 
police while he was covering a pro-
democracy protest against the military 
coup in Pyay, Bago Region. On 12 May 
2021 a military court in Pyay Prison 
found him guilty of attempting to 
'hinder, disturb, damage the motivation, 
discipline, health and conduct' of 
soldiers and civil servants and 'cause 
their hatred, disobedience or disloyalty 

toward the military and the government' (Penal Code, Article 505-a) and 
sentenced him to three years in prison. He is currently detained at Pyay 
Prison, where he is at risk of being tortured, and is appealing against the 
verdict. Mr Min Nyo is also featured in our section for appeals to 
authorities. [Picture: DVB, cpj.org] 

 

Please send a non-religious greeting (do not mention ACAT) to: 

Min Nyo 
Pyay Prison 
R6HC+P8Q, Pyay 
Bago Region 
Myanmar 
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REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS 

 

Min Nyo, who was arrested and badly beaten by police in Myanmar for 
reporting on a pro-democracy protest against the military coup there. 
Also Khet Thi and Sein Win, poets critical of the regime, who were 
tortured and murdered. 

Human rights lawyers Harika Günay Karataş and Tevfik Gündüz in 
Turkey, who were verbally and physically assaulted by an official. 

Abdullah al Howaiti, arrested in Saudi Arabia aged 14, tortured into 
confessing to a killing he could not have committed, and facing the death 
penalty. 

Chang Weiping, a human rights defence lawyer in China, detained 
incommunicado in January 2020 and again in April 2021, interrogated and 
tortured, and threatened with severe penalties for activities deemed 
subversive to the state.  

Also the many victims of abuse, religious persecution and torture, 
including Yousef Nadarkhani, Babk Hosseinzadeh, Mehdi Khatibi, Kamal 
Naamanian, Mohammed Vafadar, Behnam Akhlaghi, Khalil Dehkanpour, 
Hossein (Elisha) Kadivar, Shahrooz Eslamdous, Abdolreza (Matthias) 
Haghnejad, Hadi Rostami, Mehdi Sharafian, Mehdi Shahivand, Shahab 
Teymouri, Mehrdad Teymouri, Kasra Karami (all Iran); Zhang Zhan, 
sisters Ju Dianghong and Liang Qin (China); Ashfaq Masih and Salamat 
Mansha Masih (Pakistan).  

 

Can you undergo a hard persecution? Are you content to be falsely 
betrayed and injured and hurried away to prison? Can you suffer the 
hardships of gaol? Can you lie in chains and fetters? Can you endure the 
rack? Can you be brought to the bar and hear yourself falsely sworn 
against? Can you patiently receive the sentence of an unjust judge 
condemning you to a painful and ignominious death, to be hanged, drawn 
and quartered? We can. Blessed be God. 

Spoken by Thomas Whitbread in 1678 to Jesuit seminarians in Liège. 
https://www.jesuitcollections.org.uk/collection/bd-thomas-whitbread-sj 

 

  

https://www.jesuitcollections.org.uk/collection/bd-thomas-whitbread-sj
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A MESSAGE ON REFUGEES AND MIGRANTS 

 

In his message for the World Day of Migrants and Refugees, Pope 
Francis speaks of opportunities we have after the pandemic to build a 
future of justice and peace, ensuring no one is left out. Among the 
opportunities we have is to present the truth and reality, because we too 
have the power to communicate, including through social media. The 

reality is the pain and 
suffering and deprivation of 
many thousands of migrants 
and refugees, some internally 
displaced within their own 
countries, others in camps, 
others in the open in 
countries far from their own. 
St Paul said to one of his 
communities, always have 
your answer ready when 

you’re asked for the reason for your hope. We have hope because we 
know the grace of God is everywhere as one of our saints said. The grace 
of God is operating in the lives of many, it can move us to reject that 
attitude of which we heard in the Gospel, ‘they are not one of us’, and 
instead to welcome and to advocate the cause of migrants and refugees. 
And we can also have our answer ready when we are questioned as to 
why so many leave their homeland. Again and again, research shows 
there are three reasons: war, poverty and climate change. 

Those who leave their homeland and settle elsewhere do not arrive 
empty-handed, they bring their gifts and contribute to their new society. 
It is worth reading the letter which the prophet Jeremiah wrote to the 
Hebrews who were exiled in Babylon. He wrote to them saying, settle 
down, build houses, plant gardens, get married, have children, pray for 
the prosperity of the country, for on its welfare depends your own. 

[Extract from a homily given by Bishop Paul McAleenan at the annual 
International Mass at Westminster Cathedral on 26 September 2021, on 
the World Day of Migrants and Refugees. Picture: Joseph, Mary and Jesus 
as Refugees, www.heraldmalaysia.com] 

file:///C:/Users/Derek/Documents/ACAT/NEWSLETTER-CURRENT/www.heraldmalaysia.com
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WORDS FOR THE MAGI 

By Elizabeth Jennings 

 

‘Shall I bring you wisdom, shall I bring you power?’ 

The first great stranger said to the child. 

Then he noticed something he’d never felt before – 

A wish in himself to be innocent and mild. 

 

‘Shall I bring you glory, shall I bring you peace?’ 

The second great stranger said when he saw 

The star shine down on entire helplessness. 

The gift that he offered was his sense of awe. 

 

‘Shall I show you riches’ the third one began 

Then stopped in terror because he had seen 

A God grown-up and a tired tempted man. 

‘Suffering’s my gift’ he said 

‘That is what I mean.’ 

 

 

ACAT-UK wishes all its members and supporters a Blessed Christmas 

and all the very best for the New Year. 
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GOOD NEWS JUST IN ....! 

We have just learnt that Saudi Arabia’s Supreme Court has thrown out 
Abdullah al Howaiti’s conviction for a crime he couldn’t have committed. 
This isn’t the end of Abdullah’s story of injustice. Under Saudi law there 
must now be a retrial in the case. Lawyers working for him are calling for 
the public prosecutor to withdraw its request for the death penalty and 
for Abdullah’s torture-tainted ‘confession’ to be ruled inadmissible as 
evidence. 

Abdullah was abducted from his family home in May 2017. He was 
locked up for months and tortured. His family had no idea where he was. 
He was forced to ‘confess’ to a crime he couldn’t have committed. He was 
sentenced to death in October 2019 and has been on death row ever 
since. But this should never have happened. He was 14 years old – a child 
– at the time of the alleged crime. He has an alibi, supported by the 
statements of his friends, his mother, and CCTV footage recorded in a 
court document: Abdullah was at the seafront 200km away from the 
scene of the crime when it took place. 

 

You may wish to amend the appeal in this newsletter, welcoming the 
quashing of the conviction but urging the authorities not to pursue the 
case in a retrial. 

 

 



 

 

Contacts  
 
Derek Lewis (Secretary) 
25 Higher Woolbrook Park 
Sidmouth, Devon 
EX10 9ED 
Tel: 01395 577669 
Email: ukacat@gmail.com 
 
Maurice Dyson (Treasurer) 
Tel: 01624 824255 
Email: dyson@manx.net 

 
HOW YOU CAN HELP 

Read our newsletters, case appeals, ideas for action, background 
information and prayer materials. 

Join in our Christmas and Easter Campaigns and write to 
prisoners, victims and human rights workers. 

Urge authorities to expose torture, release prisoners, improve 
prison conditions and bring torturers to justice. 

 

What finer sound 
Is there than a human being 

Singing 
Against 

Cruelty, against Hate? 
(Nidar Dinshaw) 
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