First Sunday of Lent

21st February 2021
Year of Saint Joseph
Reflection
“Following their Teacher and Lord, Christians also enter the Lenten desert in spirit in
order to face with him the ‘fight against the spirit of evil’. The image of the desert is a
very eloquent metaphor of the human condition. The Book of Exodus recounts the
experience of the People of Israel who, after leaving Egypt, wandered through the
desert of Sinai for forty year before they reached the Promised Land. During that long
journey, the Jews experienced the full force and persistence of the tempter, who
urged them to lose trust in the Lord and to turn back; but at the same time, thanks to
Moses’ mediation, they learned to listen to God’s voice calling them to become his
holy people. In meditating on this biblical passage, we understand that to live life to
the full in freedom we must overcome the test that this freedom entails, that is,
temptation.” - Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI
Pope Francis’ Intentions during Ordinary Time and Lent
Peace on Earth; Openness to the Word of God; Christian Unity; the sick and those
who care for them; victims of trafficking and those who work to combat it; the
unemployed.

LENTEN REFLECTIONS
During Lent we will be holding Lenten Reflections on Wednesday evenings at 8.00pm, via Zoom, starting on Wednesday
24 February with a talk from Fr Robert entitled ‘The Prodigal Son’. These virtual reflections will be an opportunity to
come together as a parish community and reflect during Lent in preparation for Easter. Each week will be led by a
different person from our clergy and parishioners.
Login is available from approx. 7:45pm each Wednesday with the following details:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86221778722?pwd=bXFCUFVaTzVzcDZHU0tSNzBEZlZFQT09
Meeting ID: 862 2177 8722 ; Passcode: 544319
If you are unable to join this reflection at the time it will be available to watch via our Vimeo page http://vimeo.com/
showcase/stvincentsaltrincham using the password: stvincents which can be accessed via our website.
STATIONS OF THE CROSS
This Friday 19th February at 2.00pm we will be live streaming the Stations of the Cross, led by our Justice and Peace
group, via our Facebook page. This will remain on the Facebook page as a recording so can be watched at a time
convenient to yourselves. The Stations of the Cross will be live streamed at 2.00pm each Friday afternoon in Lent.
CONFESSIONS
From this weekend, as you will see from the timetable over the page, Saturday morning confessions will now be heard
in the garage rather than in the garden. Now that the crib has been disassembled, it is an ideal place to hear confessions
so that we are sheltered and can stay warm but also ensure that social distancing is adhered to.
WALK WITH ME LENT BOOKLETS
Walk With Me Lent booklets for adults and children are available to buy before each Mass. The Stewards will have them
at the front doors. They are £1 per booklet. There are also children’s posters which are free. If anyone is struggling to
get a booklet please email the parish office and we will arrange to get one to you.
JUSTICE AND PEACE GROUP
Please visit the Justice and Peace Group page on our parish website for Lenten Reflections: A New Beginning - From
Lent to Easter. Written by Anne O’Connor, each day of Lent contains a scripture reference and a sentence of reflection.
For a list of Lenten resources, prayers and courses please visit this Catholic News website page.
The National Justice and Peace Network (NJPN) has organised its annual conference in July, to be held at The Hayes
Conference Centre, Swanwick, Derbyshire 23-25 July 2021. If possible this will be an in-person event, if continued
constraints prevent the conference going ahead in person NJPN will present the programme, or similar, as a bookable
only online conference. The theme is: '2021: Life on Earth - moment of truth'. As climate change, the biodiversity crisis
and Covid-19 make clear, ecological conversion is becoming a matter of life and death. For more information and
booking please visit www.justice-and-peace.org.uk/conference
Message from a prisoner via ACAT: This is Mancho Bibixy, Yaounde Central Prison. I received many greeting cards and
words of encouragement from many concerned individuals in the UK. I was so blessed and encouraged, most of them
heard about me from ACAT UK. I am so grateful to ACAT UK.
MASS INTENTIONS
You are welcome to request a Mass Intention via email or it can be posted through the presbytery door. If you wish to
include an offering please place it in an envelope clearly marked with your intention.
OFFERTORY GIVING
A number of parishioners have asked us to share the details of how to set up a regular Offertory payment via standing
order as an alternative to the offertory envelopes. If you would like to set up a standing order please contact Mike
Swarbrick on 928 6290 or michael@swarbrick.co.uk or email the parish office. Thank you for your support. We are
very grateful for this offer but do not want anyone to feel they need to do this.
FRIENDS OF THE HOLY LAND - A UNIQUE SPIRITUAL PRAYER RESOURCE
The charity, Friends of the Holy Land, have launched a book called Holy Week Voices from the Holy Land. It is a unique
spiritual prayer resource which has 15 poems written by Fr Richard Nesbitt that have been paired with 15 contributions
from people living in the Holy Land, all written during this current pandemic. This book can be enjoyed individually or
as a group. If anyone would like to come together as a group to use this prayer resource please email the parish office.
You can either read the online version of the book via Holy Land Voices or you can purchase the book from Monday 18
January at the Friends of the Holy Land website.
PARISH OFFICE
Due to the current lockdown the parish office is currently closed so Mary and Alice, our parish secretaries, are working
from home. Therefore please understand that they are not able to answer calls but are checking and responding to
emails. The Clergy will continue to answer calls, when possible, and respond to answer phone messages. Thank you.
Parish Safeguarding Representatives
Helen Norwood: 0161 928 4316
Sheila Carr 0161 928 7432

MONEY MATTERS
Offertory Collection 14th February 2021 £1038.20
Thank you for your generosity.
The Diocese of Shrewsbury is a registered charity No. 234025

MASS PREPARATION FOR NEXT SUNDAY 28th February 2021
Second Sunday of Lent
Wednesday Word: http://wednesdayword.org/sunday-gospel.htm
Prego: https: //stbeunosoutreach.wordpress.com/prego/












WHEN VISITING CHURCH PLEASE REMEMBER…..
Do not visit if you have any symptoms of illness or are self-isolating/shielding
Please enter church through the main doors and exit via the side entrance (unless disabled).
Please only enter the porch when the people ahead of you have entered the church.
Please take note of the signage in church to guide you.
Face covering must be worn at all times in church (unless exempt or under the age of 11).
Hand sanitiser (provided) to be applied on entry and exit from church and before using the pen if signing in.
Social distancing rules must be maintained
Allocated benches will be available to leave the required distancing space. Please leave the central benches for
larger families.
No statues or sacred images to be touched during visit
Any single-use material touched is to be taken away by that visitor (all non-single use material e.g. Hymn and Mass
books will be removed)
No toilet facilities will be available

ATTENDING MASS
Please log in to church using the NHS app QR code or bring a slip with your name(s), telephone number and the
date and time of Mass which you are attending already written down. This information will be kept, as per
government guidelines, for 21 days and then destroyed. If you are not already on our parish database, you will be added
to it, please refer to the privacy statement below. If you do not wish your details to be added to the database, please
indicate this on the details you have given us. If you forget your information, you will still be able to sign in at Mass as
before.
CAFOD LENTEN FAST - CLEAN WATER PLEA
Abdella lives in an extremely remote and mountainous part of Ethiopia. It takes him ten hours a day to collect water. He
says his life is being wasted as he has no time for anything else. Give today to reach vulnerable communities around the
world with water and to provide other vital support. Donate online at cafod.org.uk/lent or by using a CAFOD envelope.
You can also give via text. Text LENT to 70460 to donate £10*. *Texts cost £10 plus one standard rate message you’ll be
opting in to hear more about CAFOD’s work and fundraising via telephone and SMS. If you’d like to give £10 but do not
wish to receive marketing communications, text LENTNOINFO to 70460. For more information, please see CAFOD’s
Privacy Policy: cafod.org.uk/Legal-information/Privacy-notice
For more information on CAFOD Family Fast Day please visit the CAFOD website via this link.
AID TO THE CHURCH IN NEED - BRAZIL APPEAL
Aid to the Church is asking for people to support their Brazil Appeal. Since the beginning of the current pandemic, a
number of Brazil’s parishes have been providing poor families with a daily meal. Unfortunately the Church’s income has
fallen by 60 percent because of no Mass collections and money fast running out, therefore ACN are asking for urgent
help via this appeal.
ALTRINCHAM INTERFAITH GROUP
AIG presents a family Zoom event to remember the victims of the Holocaust and to mark International Women’s Day.
This will be held on Tuesday 2 March at 7-8pm. There will be presentations about remarkable women of different faiths,
stone painting with reflection and the sharing of stones. Bring along a smooth pebble and either paint, felt tip pens or
nail varnish to paint your stone. Please email Carolyn Jones or Ann Angel for the link.
VACANCIES
St Bede’s Catholic College, Bristol have a vacancy for Principal. For details please visit their website.
St Mary’s Catholic Primary School, Kent have a vacancy for Academy Principal. For details please visit their website.
OUR PARISH FAMILY
Requiescant in Pace Please pray for those who have died recently including Jeanne Dench and all those whose
anniversaries occur about this time.
Please pray for the sick who include Collette Allen, Michael Anderson, Jozef Baranowski, M Barnes, George Bell, Pat
Bell, Helen Boardman, John Breen, Jane Broadfoot, Michael Byrne, Raymond Carter, John Cawfield, Digby Sanders
Cochrane, Peter Cresswell, Winnie Crumpton, Fr Michael Cupit, David, Marjorie De Maria, Luke Dennett, Max Dunn,
Ken Dwyer, Ross Dwyer, Joyce Eaton, Lynda Edwards, John Gibbs, Vicky Gosnold, Peter Gough, Stella Gould, Patrick
Griffin, Rufus Hasler & family, Rose Headd, Mary Heanue, Thomas Higginbotham, Hayley Hill, Jane Hollingworth, Katie
Holmes, Sarah Hrybyk, Lucy Hunter, Mavis Jenkins, Martin Jones, Amelia Kennedy, Anne Killeen, Thomas Killeen,
Barbara Lamb, Neil Lancaster, David Lawley, Betty Leeson, Willy Leeson, Klaudia Linert, Bob Lloyd, Laura MacGinn,
Margaret, Erin Marks, Joe Marshall, Marianne Martin, Claire McAllister, Rupert McDermott, Mary McLoughlin, Luke
Murphy, Mary Murphy, Elaine Neary, Oliver, Anne O’Neill, Andrea Ottley, Majorie Owens, Pat Prole, Reece, Glen Reed,
Jackie Reed, Mark Reed, Margaret Russell, Adrian Ryan, Mary Ryan, June Telfer, Leo Tomlinson, Philip Tomlinson, Joe
Traynor, Frederick Ugonna, Mason Williams, Maria Winthrop, Louise Withers and all in our hospitals and homes.

Mass Schedule this coming week
Sunday
21st February 2021
First Sunday of Lent

Monday
22nd February 2021
The Chair of St Peter
Tuesday
23rd February 2021
St Polycarp
Wednesday
24th February 2021
Ferial
Thursday
25th February 2021
Ferial
Friday
26th February 2021
Ferial

08:30
10:00
11:30
16:00
18:30

Vocations to the Priesthood
Thomas Biesty (ann)
Caterina and Giovanna (ann)
Marshall Bickers (b’day mems)
Bernadette Maher

11:00
12:15
18:30
19:00

Eucharistic Adoration and Benediction
Pauline Brown (RIP)

11:00
12:15
18:30

Eucharistic Adoration and Benediction
Christine Murphy (RIP)
R0sary for the Sick

11:00
12:15
18:30
19:00

Eucharistic Adoration and Benediction
Fiona Hazeel (RIP)
Rosary for the families of the parish
Michael Brown (RIP)

11:00
12:15
18:30

Eucharistic Adoration and Benediction
Ann Davis (RIP)
Rosary for peace in the world

11:00
12:15
18:00-18:45
18:30
19:00

Saturday
27th February 2021
Ferial

Sunday
28th February 2021
Second Sunday of Lent

11:00
11:00-12:00
12:15
17:30
18:15-18:45
19:00
08:30
10:00
11:30
16:00
18:30

Rosary for respect for and reverent use of creation

Peter McColl (RIP)

Eucharistic Adoration and Benediction
Nancy Keenan (RIP)
Confessions (in the Blessed Sacrament Chapel)
Rosary for the grace of conversion for unbelievers,
those who have abandoned faith and all parishioners

Darragh O’Reilly (RIP)
Eucharistic Adoration and Benediction
Confessions (In the Garage)
James Kavanagh (RIP)
Rita Hutton (RIP)
Confessions (in the Blessed Sacrament Chapel)
Michael Corcoran (RIP)
For the people of the parish
Padraig Murphy (RIP)
James Burke (ann) & David Shard (B’day mems)
Rebecca Brooke
Fr Michael Mullan (RIP)

MASS READING CYCLE: Sundays year B, weekdays year 1 ; Psalter Week 1
SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION: see confession times in the mass schedule above, or by appointment
PARISH CLERGY
Parish Priest: Canon Jonathan Brandon, Assistant Priest: Fr. Robert Dykes, Retired Priest: Fr. Keith Butterworth
CONTACTS
Address: Parish of St. Vincent de Paul, 2 Bentinck Road, Altrincham, WA14 2BP
Telephone: 0161 928 1689
Parish Priest: parishprieststvincents@gmail.com
Parish Office: stvincentdepaul@btconnect.com (Office Hours: Closed until further notice due to lockdown regulations)
Website: stvincentsaltrincham.org.uk
Facebook/Instagram/Twitter: @svpaltrincham
Vimeo: http://vimeo.com/showcase/stvincentsaltrincham password: stvincents
The parish of St Vincent’s, Altrincham sometimes collects personal information about parishioners. All personal information is collected, processed
and stored in accordance with the General Data Protection Regulations. This is retained only as necessary and used by the Parish/Diocese for the
benefit of the Parish and for legitimate reasons such as administrative and religious purposes. You can read our full privacy notice at
www.dioceseofshrewsbury.org/about-us/privacy-notice.
The Diocese of Shrewsbury is a registered charity No. 234025

