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Health and Safety Guidance 
Cleaning Historic Surfaces in Churches:  Covid-19 Secure  

 

 

Purpose of this Guidance 

The aim of this guide is to assist those who are undertaking cleaning procedures of surfaces in 

churches, to effectively reduce transmission of coronavirus whilst avoiding possible damage caused 

by inappropriate use of disinfectant products. If your church is listed or has valuable historic artifacts 

you will need to think which if any elements need to be cleaned, how best to clean them without 

damaging them and what frequency of cleaning is required.  These historic features have been 

cleaned, before the pandemic, in the correct way and in accordance with the COSHH Regulations, 

and it is important to decide if the virus could have come into contact with these structures.  Those 

areas that may frequently come into contact with visitors, i.e. benches door handle etc.  are the main 

areas to be regularly cleaned while the church is open for private prayer.   

What You Need to Know 

• Cleaning areas with normal household disinfectants will reduce the passing of infection onto 

other persons. Products containing bleach should not be used. 

 

• Wear appropriate Personal Protective Equipment (PPE); disposable washing up gloves and 

aprons, for cleaning, are sufficient. 

 

• Use disposable cloths and/or paper towels.  First clean hard surfaces with warm soapy water. 

Then disinfect these surfaces with cleaning products normally used. Pay particular attention to 

frequently touched areas such as, hand rails, chair/bench backs, door handles etc. 

 

• Metal/wood/stone/glass/ceramic/modern painted surfaces can be cleaned with sensitive 

washing up liquid and water, rinsed immediately with water and dried with paper towel or soft 

cotton cloth.  Follow manufacturer’s instructions for dilution & application. A minimum contact 

time of 20 seconds is currently advised by Public Health England (PHE) for all detergents. 

 

• Do not use any household detergents or disinfectants containing chlorine on any historical 

surface since these could cause permanent damage. 

 

• All disposable products, cleaning materials and PPE, should be double-bagged then securely 

stored (i.e. indoors, away from potential animal attraction) for 72 hours then disposed of through 

routine rubbish collections. 

 

• If there is good reason to suspect that there has been heavy contamination (such as a 

symptomatic person may have touched surfaces or visible bodily fluids present) where possible 

close the affected area for 72 hours  before attempting to clean up.  After this time the amount 

of virus contamination will be decreased substantially. Also the wearing of protection for the eyes, 

mouth and nose, in addition to apron and gloves, is recommended.     

 

• Wash hands regularly with soap and water for 20 seconds, and after removing gloves, aprons, 

and other protective equipment. 

 

• Seek advice from the Diocese if there is a necessity to clean more fragile historic surfaces. 


